Microsurgical Approach to Cerebro-Spinal Lesions (Progress in Neurological Surgery, vol 9) H Krayenbiihl et al. (ed) pp 386 SFr 196 Basel: Karger 1978 This, the ninth in a series, is a significant addition to neurosurgical literature and well justifies the aims of its authors. The chapters by Gratzl and colleagues on extra/intracranial bypass surgery and the following chapter from Minnesota on carotid endarterectomy, present a clear picture of two aspects of surgeryof occlusive vascular disease, although the place of the former is far from established, and the slightly uncritical suggestion that reperfusion in acute infarction may still have a place, might be disputed. It seems a pity that more eclectic methods of assessment of bloodbrain barrier integrity, contrast enhancement and xenon inhalation in CT scan for example, receive no mention. Chapters on aneurysm surgery by Yasargil and his associates, and by Drake, are outstanding. A chapter from Paris on cerebroarteriovenous malformations perhaps attempts the coverage of too wide and complex a field in too compressed a space, but Hurth and his associates in the discussion of arteriovenous malformations of the spinal cord are clear, concise and informative. More recent work on extradural spinal angiomas receives no mention, but as the book has undoubtedly been some time in presentation this is perhaps unavoidable. The embolization of a variety of neurosurgical lesions is covered in detail by Luessenhop and represents a valuable compendium of experience in short compass. The articles by Fisch, Ojemann and Crowell on otological and microneurosurgical approaches to acoustic neuromas are excellent reviews of the situation at the present time.
Altogether, this is a splendid little book warmly recommended both to the surgical trainee and to the shelves of a department concerned with the training of young surgeons.
LINDSAY SYMON

Professor of Neurological Surgery University ofLondon
Radiology, Pathology, and Immunology of Bones and Joints: A Reviewof Current Concepts Frieda Feldman (ed) pp 388 £29.55 New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts 1979 This book is an enlargement upon a symposium on the radiology, pathology and immunology of bones and joints held in New York in October 1978. In less than a year the editor and publishers have produced not a comprehensive textbook but a fairly wide-ranging series of short articles on selected topics in paediatrics, the arthritides, metabolic bone disease, trauma, tumours and arthrography. The list of authors reads like a 'Who's Who' in American orthopaedic radiology. The approach of the book is certainly a correct one; it is surely wrong to teach or learn orthopaedic radiology purely on the basis of the film image without having an understanding of the basic principles involved in the physiology and pathology of bone. Not only then can the X-ray appearances be better analysed and understood, but the learning process becomes more enjoyable. Some of the articles in this book, including those by the editor, are well written, comprehensive and educational; many, however, are too short and could well have been omitted. Some of the material is repeated in successive articles and some statements in succeeding chapters are contradictory. Some chapters unfortunately read like transcripts of the original lectures. The quality of the reproductions is very variable; references are generally helpful. Despite these criticisms, I learnt much from this book and it should be read by those who wish to go beyond standard texts.
PETER RENTON
Consultant Radiologist Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital
Pathogenic Streptococci. M T Parker (ed) pp 296 £21 Chertsey: Reedbooks 1979 This is an extremely well-edited report of the VII International Symposium on Streptococci and Streptococcal Diseases held in Oxford in September 1978 . Contributions on all the major streptococcal pathogens are included in a clearlypresented manner. The section on Group B streptococci is of particular interest as it includes many reports of recent work on this important subject. There is a useful comprehensive index.
This volume is recommended to medical microbiologists as a valuable up-to-date reference source of information on streptococci. DCSHANSON 
Consultant Microbiologist St Stephen's Hospital, London
Medical Immunology. James Irvine (ed) pp 506 £12.50 softback £16 hardback Edinburgh: Teviot Scientific 1979 The avowed object of this book is to serve as a text for medical students as well as postgraduates, physicians and pathologists. It illustrates the need to plan a book with a specific audience in mind and the difficulty of integrating the chapters written by several authors into a satisfactory undergraduate text.
Some chapters are suitable for undergraduates but lack sufficient detail for postgraduates while others have detailed tables which are inappropriate for an undergraduate text. Some chapters are excellent. For instance, Fred Rosen gives a brief review of immunodeficiency. However, the reviewer feels that the British practice of weekly injections of gammaglobulin is preferable to the American practice of monthly injections. Other chapters repeat statements without critical comment and may give rise to the jibe that clinical immunology is a largely uncharted continent containing many mythological beasts. The reviewer would make a plea that views that are not yet fully established should be accompanied in the text by appropriate references. In this wide-ranging review, Dr Horrobin has made the task of keeping up-to-date with the many fascinating actions and relationships of prolactin much easier. One criticism would be the rather noncritical approach which makes parts of the text rather heavy going, not helped by the frequent typesetting errors, but this is partly offset by the summary which introduces each separate chapter. While this book is unlikely to be of interest to the general reader, it should certainly have a place in the library of any department interested in either the clinical or investigative aspects of this interesting hormone.
AD B HARROWER
Monklands District General Hospital
Airdrie, Lanarkshire Each of these sections tends to be fairly limited but interesting. Garcia & Mena note that transmission electronmicroscopy should be undertaken for a definite purpose, for example, for determining the presence or absence of small organelles such as secretory granules or viral inclusions; they illustrate this thesis in a series of relevant cases. As they stress, this specific and undoubtedly restricted role of the electronmicroscope is something which can only be learnt from experience. Marjorie Williams provides a well-documented chapter which considers 'the procedures' necessary for 'identifying the need for' an electronmicroscopy unit. She is concerned with those hospitals which look after ex-service personnel in the USA, i.e. the Veterans' Administration. As she notes, this organization has a centralized electronmicroscopy service. Nearly half of the material which passes through this service is derived from biopsies of the kidney, liver and haematopoietic system.
It is not too clear who will benefit most from the purchase of this book. The cost effectiveness of the electronmicroscope is singularly difficult to establish, largely because few practising pathologists can afford the time to devote to the use of the apparatus. Equally, however, those who have worked with the electronmicroscope are only too clear about its value in specific problems where it has provided an unsuspected answer. Most working pathologists are aware of examples of this.
Trump & Jones are, in effect, trying to document such evidence. I find myself wondering whether the evidence that they adduce will be sufficient to persuade those who hold the purse strings of our impecunious and already antiquated medical services. This monograph is based upon papers given at the Fifteenth Symposium of The Society for the Study of Inborn Errors of Metabolism, held in Denmark in 1977. As the title suggests, a very wide range of disorders were discussed, so the book lacks continuity. The first part consists of two reviews: a lengthy one on 'Immunodeficiency diseases' and a relatively short and clear account of the 'Genetics of the immune system'. The literature is already saturated with reviews on immunodeficiency disease and it would be preferable if reviewers were
J C SLOPER
Professor ofExperimental Pathology Charing Cross Hospital Medical School
